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A contemporary English version of Sivapuranam is a challenging
task precisely because the kind of exhilaration that probably possessed
the first translator of this major text is no longer available to the current
translator. When G.U. Pope first undertook a translation a century ago,
the English reader had no access to this religious poem. For Pope, this
was a pioneering effort and he did offer a competent and persuasive
translation of this poem. Since then at least one major scholar has re-
translated the poem in English. Older versions, admittedly, tend to be
dated in their use of diction, but that alone does not justify a new attempt.
If an older version needs to be made current by changes in language,
then that is easily achieved. There are, however, more fundamental
reasons for offering new translations, and in this particular instance, those
reasons are implicit throughout the current text given by Mr. Kanthiah.

The value of Sivapuranam as a religious text hardly needs
emphasis. Among Tamil Saivaites, across the globe, this poem remains a
foundational work, often sung in temples, homes, and on special occasions.
It remains a prime example of the richness of the Bhakti period, which
produced such a wealth of religious literature. Sivapuranam shares some
of the dominant characteristics of this body of literature, while also
reflecting a growing point, a preoccupation not only with poetics but also

philosophical probing of religious experience. The wonderful lyricism of
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